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God's Great Book 
By W. M. Czamanske 


ATIVE to the holy Bible, 
As the raindrop to the shower, 
Is its breath of inspiration 
And its faith-producing power. 


Deeper than the deepest ocean, 
Higher than the skies above, 
Are its oracles of wisdom 
And its warmth of saving love. 


Men of diverse tongues and talents 
Wrote its pages one by one, 

Yet they all unite in bearing 
Witness to God’s only Son. 


Jesus and His great redemption 
Is the theme on which they dwell, 
He, the Light of Gentile nations 
And the Hope of Israel. 


Our Currency a Testimony 
National recognition of God in the 
United States is a cause for thanksgiv- 
ing. This was strengthened recently 
when, according to a United Press dis- 
patch on July 11, President Eisenhower 
signed a bill requiring the inscription 
“In God We Trust” to be put on all 
United States currency. It had ap- 
peared on coins, but not on paper money. 
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
which produces all paper money, is 
changing to new dies and equipment, 
and the Senate Banking Committee said 
that this “presents an excellent oppor- 
tunity to correct an oversight.” A little 
more than a year ago (April 8, 1954) 


the new eight-cent postage stamp was 
introduced, showing the Statue of Lib- 
erty and the same motto. Though some 
may say that this‘is only a formal 
acknowledgment, and that to many gov- 
ernment officials and multitudes of citi- 
zens it means nothing, yet it is encour- 
aging to remember that there are many 
other countries where such a thing could 
not happen, and that we have a President 
who is glad to sign a bill requiring the 
use of the motto. As THe SunDAy ScHOOL 
TIMEs said in “Notes on Open Letters” 
five years ago (Sept. 2, 1950), these four 
significant words first appeared on our 
coins in 1864. Superintendent Edwin H. 
Dressel of the United States Mint in 
Philadelphia wrote the Tres: “The 
religious motto . . . owes its presence 
there largely to the increased religious 
sentiment in the dreaded crisis of the 
Civil War. Honorable S, P. Chase, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, received a 
number of appeals from devout persons 
throughout the country suggesting and 
urging that the Deity be recognized 
suitably on our coins in a manner similar 
to that commonly found on the coins 
of other nations. Accordingly, on No- 
vember 30, 1861, Secretary Chase ad- 
dressed a letter to the Director of the 
Mint at Philadelphia, and with the state- 
ment of his reason that ‘no nation can 
be strong except in the strength of God, 


< 


or safe except in His defense. The trust 
of our people in God should be declared 
on our national coins,’ ordered, ‘you will 
cause a device to be prepared without 
unnecessary delay with a motto express- 
ing in the fewest words possible this 
national recognition.” Mr. Dressel 
then traced the history of the use of 
the motto on various coins down to the 
present time. In reply to an inquiry 
to the Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing in Washington, Director A. W. Hall 
said: “Our records show three instances 
where the adage was used in this con- 
nection; namely, on the backs of those 
$10 and $20 National Bank notes, series 
1882, which were printed for issuance 
by National banks in the State of 
Florida, and also on the back of the $5 
silver certificate, series 1886. We can 
offer no explanation as to why the motto 
was not incorporated as part of the de- 
sign when the currency notes were last 
revised in 1928.” Now ‘the printing of 
the words, “In God We Trust,” on all 
of our money is another step in the right 
direction, for God says, “Them that hon- 
our me I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30). 
It should be a constant call to prayer 
for our President, who signed the bill 
into law. And for Christians, who un- 
derstand through the Bible all that the 
words mean, it should be a reminder to 
put them into practice in our own lives, 
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God's Purpose in Trials 


By Mildred Hosmer Corbett 


E MAY be certain that God does 

WV not do anything without a pur- 
pose, and surely we may be 
equally certain that He does not permit 
anything to come to one of His Own 
except as it is in His plan for that life. 
Thus we may know without a shadow 
of a doubt that, when God permits His 
children to be tried in the furnace of 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him 














that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 








daily pain and physical difficulty, it is 
only that He may work in and through 
the tried one in a very definite and par- 
ticular way. Many of God’s children 
go through short periods of illness and 
physical incapacity. The message is to 
them as well as to those whose time of 
trial is long and of even unlimited 
earthly duration, though the latter may 
receive greater blessing because of 
greater need. 

One of the first lessons taught to one 
whose time of pain and suffering is of 
long duration is that of loneliness or 
aloneness. We do not learn this quickly, 


for all are prone to cling to friends and 
loved one, to expect from them the un- 
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derstanding and sympathy that the suf- 
fering soul craves. But it is very diffi- 
cult if not impossible for the one who 
abounds in health and strength to under- 
stand the one whose life holds just the 
opposite, even though the love and de- 
sire may be great. An imperceptible 
breach-of fellowship may ensue, and then 
it is that the fullness of the Lord’s pres- 
ence is felt and the heart is turned to 
Him in greater measure. If we allow 
Him, He’ will become closer and more 
real than the nearest and dearest of 
earth. This separation .to God, even 
though it means separation from others, 
is one of the most precious compensa- 
tions of suffering. 

If God does permit us to have sweet 
Christian fellowship with those whose 
understanding and sympathy are possible 
because they, too, have felt the chasten- 
ing hand of God, it will be that both 
may be drawn closer to Him and 
strengthened in their faith. It is difficult 
for our earth-bound souls to realize the 
privilege of communion and fellowship 
with the infinite God, but it is one of 
the mysteries of the Christian life that 
God yearns to have us close to Him, 

We read in God’s Word that He de- 
sires our love, and too often we give 
Him only our service. When active serv- 
ice is denied, even for a short time, we 
have the greater opportunity of offering 
our love and praise to Him. 

God does not take from us all oppor- 
tunities to serve Him, but He may take 
from us the active service we desire and 
give us communion and fellowship with 
Him in intercessory prayer. When we 
cannot be on the active line of duty, 
the Holy Spirit may use us in bringing 
power to our missionaries, pastor, and 
others in coveted places of service. 


If public service is denied, we may 
write letters of encouragement to those 
who are in need of such words. How 
missionaries do look forward to mail 
from home and words of cheer and en- 
couragement from friends! Many of our 
greatest hymns have been born of physi- 
cal handicap and disappointment. 

Your portion may be to show to others 
the power of Christ to sustain His own 
in the times of difficulty. God’s answer 
to Paul’s request for healing was, “My 
strength.is made perfect in weakness.” 
It is just as true today that the power 
and greatness of God are shown to other 
Christians and to the world through the 
manner in which suffering and trials 
are endured. 

The opportunities for serving God vary 
with each individual soul, but if the ques- 
tion is asked of God in humility and 
sincerity, “What wilt Thou have me to 
do?” the answer will be given. It may 
be that the answer will be simply to 
“be still and know that I am God.” If 
such is your portion, dear one, be con- 
tent, for God has no greater privilege 
for His child than this. 3 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is the Scofield rn Bible 
Trustworthy ? 


Can you inform me, or tell me where 
I can obtain information, regarding 
the origin of the notes of the Scofield 
Reference Bible? 

Several times in the past year I have 
heard the Scofield notes denounced, 
once in the most scathing terms. .One 
eminent pastor said that the “futur- 
istic’ interpretation of Revelation was 
promulgated by Bellarmine—opposing 
Luther, who called the Papacy the 
Antichrist—and that the editors of the 
Scofield Bible “fell” for Bellarmine’s 
interpretation. A young seminary stu- 
dent from Princeton also disparagingly 
referred to the Scofield Bible. More- 
over, in our denominational literature 
(American Baptist), I have seen the 
word “Scofieldian” used with an un- 
favorable implication. 

Now a whole generation of us has 
been brought up on the Scofield Bible, 
and I have found it very effective in 
turning the mind to Bible study and 
the heart to the Lord, and I am won- 
dering why it has become the fashion 
to scold Scofield. Certainly I am aware 
that all Bible commentaries and notes 
are not without error. 

I was under the impression that Sco- 
field borrowed some of his thoughts 
from J. N. Darby. Is that true?—A 
Nebraska reader. 


The attack on the Scofield Reference 
Bible is not new. It had gathered con- 
siderable strength when the former 
Editor, Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, who 
wrote “The Life Story of C. I. Scofield” 
and knew him well, took up the defense: 
of Dr. Scofield’s work in THe SuNDAY 
Scnoot Trmes, February 20, 1937. The 
following extracts from that article will 
answer many of the reader’s questions: 

“The Scofield Reference Bible [has 
been] used and ioved and recommended 
by THE Sunpay ScHoot Times staff and by 
tens of thousands of the Times family for a 
quarter of a century, and by sound Bible 
institutes and true ministers, mission- 
aries, evangelists, and Bible teachers 
throughout the world, ... 

“Those who have used it and loved it 
for years because of the transforming 
blessings it has brought into their lives 
need have no fear that its God-given 
ministry will be Stopped. Dispensational 
truth is prominent, of course, in the 
teachings and interpretations in this Ref- 
erence Bible; it is also a fact that the 
dispensational interpretation of the Bible 
is one upon which consecrated, devoted, 
and highly trained Bible teachers differ. 
But when we know the facts of the 
preparation and method that produced 
this Reference Bible, we see how secure 
it is against the wholesale criticisms of 
those who would condemn it or set it 
aside, 

“It does not happen to be true that 
Dr. Scofield, as one of his critics . . . 
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has said, ‘did not know the Greek 
Testament.’ He had a magnificent Greek 
tutor when he had been preparing to 
enter college. Before his conversion, at 
thirty-six years of age, he had had an 
exceptional training in literature and 
history and the law and had formed 
life-long habits of true scholarship. After 
he entered the Christian ministry he 
took up such study of the Hebrew and 
the Greek as was possible to a busy 
pastor. But, despite the attainments 
thus made, in his work upon the Ref- 
erence Bible Dr. Scofield always refused 
to settle any question linguistic in its 
nature upon his own conclusions un- 
supported by the great conservative 
authorities living and dead. As for a 
knowledge of theology, his life-long ‘the- 
ological education’ far surpassed that of 
most graduates of theological seminaries, 

“The story of how the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible was made, giving adetailed nar- 
rative of the untiring study, the indefati- 
gable research, and the commanding 
scholarship that contributed to this work, 
is told in ‘The Life Story of C. I. Scofield,’ 
by the Editor of THe Sunpay ScwHoou 
Times, Charles G, Trumbull, and pub- 
lished in 1920 by the Oxford University 
Press. . . 

“The purpose and plan of the Refer- 
ence Bible are shown in Dr. Scofield’s 
Introduction, where he says: ‘The Edi- 
tor disclaims originality. The results of 
the study of God’s Word by learned and 
spiritual men, in every division of the 
church and in every land, during the 
last fifty years, under the advantage of 
a perfected text, already form a vast 
literature, inaccessible to most Christian 
workers. The Editor has proposed to 
himself the modest if laborious task of 
summarizing, arranging, and condensing 
this mass material.’ 

“Dr. Scofield goes on to say that, while 
he alone is responsible for the final form 
of notes and definitions, he acknowl- 
edges the great debt that he owes to the 
Consulting Editors, and to a wide circle 
of learned and spiritual brethren in 
Europe and America, among whom he 
mentions Professor James Barrellet of 
the Theological Faculty of Lausanne, 
Professors Sayce and Margoliouth of Ox- 
ford, Mr. Walter Scott, the eminent Bible 
teacher, and Professor C. R. Erdman of 
Princeton. He refers to the intensity 
and breadth of interest in Bible study 
in the last fifty years, and says ‘the 
winnowed and attested results of this 
half-century of Bible study are em- 
bodied in the notes,-summaries, and defi- 
nitions of this edition. Expository nov- 
elties and merely personal views and 
interpretations have been rejected.’ 

“Here are the names of the Consulting 
Editors who were closely associated with 
Dr. Scofield in the work, and they illus- 
trate his purpose to have his plan for 
the notes, comments, definitions, and 
summaries come under the critical eye 

(Continued on page 677) 
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Blumhardt’s Experiences With 


Reprinted by request from 


The Sunday School Times for May 28, 1932 


METHODIST professor has been 

counting the beliefs and unbeliefs 

of the clergy. In the replies re- 
ceived were few ‘acknowledging the 
reality of the Evil One, for deliverance 
from whom we pray daily in the Lord’s 
Prayer, and fewer still who feared a 
place of punishment and terror. Do they 
know the evidence? Have they, for 
example, heard of the epoch-making 
experiences of the elder Blumhardt of 
Méttingen, Germany? Leading theolo- 
gians in present-day Germany lay great 
stress on these experiences. They have 
been the subject of an extensive liter- 
ature. They are enough to make the most 
exuberant professor turn pale and drop 
his questionnaires. For they give a 
glimpse of what is really beyond the 
veil of ordinary human perception, 


Of No Ordinary Education 

Heinrich Lhotsky is a sharp critic of 
the Church, yet he says of Blumhardt 
that of all the weighty men he had ever 
known (“and there were many such”) 
Blumhardt was the most important. He 
was a man of no ordinary education, 
having studied physics, astronomy, world 
history, and philosophy at Tiibingen. In 
his early life he taught sciences and 
mathematics and Hebrew, and was really 
versed in all knowledge. It is a remark- 
able fact that he was a close university 
friend of David Friedrich Strauss, then 
at Tiibingen, and he tells us that Strauss 
lost his Christian faith by tampering 
with spiritism. While a young pastor 
in a country parish Blumhardt edited a 
new hymnbook to take the place of the 
Unitarianized one used in Wiirttemburg, 
mastering harmony and counterpoint, 
the better to make his selection of 
music. He also published for his people 
a little masterpiece dealing with the 
origin and history of the world. 

These facts are mentioned to save 
Blumhardt from the charge of being 
easily deceived and of an _ uncritical 
temperament—a charge sure to be made 
by those unable to explain his almost 
incredible experiences in any other way. 
He was nothing of the sort, and in addi- 
tion it should be remembered that he 
invariably had with him village doctor, 
schoolmaster, or other dependable wit- 
ness when these supernatural contacts 
occurred, 

Méttingen, the place of his experiences, 
was a Gospel-hardened little village of 
lethargic life and low moral tone. In 
Blumharat’s flock in 1842 was a woman 
of twenty-nine years named Gottlieben 
Dittus, of godly parentage, but who had 
engaged in magic, and in consequence 
had fallen to various sicknesses which 


obliged her to intermit from time to 
time her employment as housemaid. She 
was sitting at the table the first night 
after moving into a new home, and she 
said grace. Suddenly she was stricken 
to the floor amid great noise and move- 
ment as of persons shuffling about the 
room with slippers. For two years these 
spirit noises continued, at times so loud 
that the whole neighborhood could hear 
them. Blumhardt and his friends under- 
took a nightly visitation of the house. 
The blows on the walls were so power- 
ful as to start the chairs in the room, 
rattle the windowpanes, and bring down 
sand from the ceiling. They were espe- 
cially violent when Gottlieben sang 
Christian hymns. The possessed would 
be taken with cramps, shaking for hours 
and foaming at the mouth. The phy- 
sician could do nothing. Finally, one 
day Blumhardt moved up to the bed, 
took the girl’s hands in his and com- 
manded her to pray, “Lord Jesus, help 
me!” “We have,” said he, “long enough 
seen what the Devil can do. Now we 
shall see what the Lord Jesus can d6.” 
In a few minutes she came to conscious- 
ness and the cramps ceased, to the aston- 
ishment of all. But after a time they 
heard knocking about her as before. She 
was suddenly struck on the breast and 
sank back. “I spoke some words in 
prayer and named the name of Jesus,” 
says Blumhardt. “Immediately her eyes 
rolled, hands smote together, and a voice 
came from within her crying, ‘That 
name I cannot bear.’” 

“From that moment,” said Blumhardt, 
“I felt myself drawn into this case. When 
contortions occurred they immediately 
ceased if Gottlieben, on the advice of 
her spiritual adviser, called on the Lord 
Jesus. Yet whenever Blumhardt entered 
the room hostile expressions came over 
her—clenched fist and staring eyes, 


A Day of Prayer 

An important day was July 20, 1845. 
On this day Blumhardt contended in 
prayer from eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing till four in the afternoon, almost 
suécumbing to the pressure of anxiety 
and responsibility. When he came to 
Gottlieben’s chamber the people cried 
out that she was dead. Blumhardt 
brought her to breath again. After vio- 
lent twitchings she opened her mouth, 
and it was as if demon after demon 
passed out. Suddenly broke out cries 
of wrath and weeping. “The game is 
up. We are betrayed. You destroy us 
completely. The whole band is broken 
up. It’s your fault with your eternal 
praying. Woe! woe! all is over. God- 
abandoned, eternally lost.” > 
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They would cry out: “You are our 
bitterest enemy. But we are also your 


enemy. Could we only do what we 
would! Oh, if there were no God in 
Heaven.” Yet they attributed all the 


blame of their destruction entirely to 
themselves. Terrible was the conduct 
of one spirit who had been heard crying 
repeatedly: “O man, think on eternity. 
Neglect not the time of grace, for the 
judgment is not far off.” Each time one 
of these demons passed through Gott- 
lieben her face changed expression. 
Those present received blows in the face, 
though not Blumhardt, however, whom 
the demons declared they dared not 
touch. The sick girl would tear her hair, 
strike her breast, and seek in various 
ways to wound herself, but was quieted 
with a few words. 

About this time Gottlieben’s sister was 
taken in the same fashion so that she 
was with difficulty held down. She 
threatened to tear Blumhardt in pieces, 
glanced trickily around to see if there 
was not something hateful which she 
could do to those holding her: also tried 
to tear open her own stomach with her 
own hand. “Such a roaring came from 
her throat that one could think a thou- 
sand pack mules were within her.” 


Demons of Many Languages 

Many of the demons who appeared in 
Gottlieben seemed to long to be freed 
from the bonds of Satan which held 
them. They. spoke in many different 
languages. At times Blumhardt would 
hear verses of Scripture which seemed 
to sound from a higher region as if given 
to encourage him in his ministry, among 
them Habakkuk 2:3, 4 frequently: “For 
the vision is yet for an appointed time, 
but at the end it shall speak, and not 
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; be- 
cause it will surely come, it will net 
tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted 
up is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his. faith.” “The groan- 
ing and sighing and anguish of these 
in bondage to Satan was enough to 
melt the heart of stone. The will- 
less condition of these lost and their 
complete subjection to the tyranny of 
darkness was made manifest with ter- 
rible clearness. The demon in Katrina 
(Gottlieben’s sister) described himself, 
not as a dead human being, but as the 
chief of all witchcraft to whom Satan 
had given this power in order to for- 
ward the Satanic kingdom.” Blumhardt 
describes the crisis which led to his 
expulsion: 

“Suddenly at twelve o’clock midnight, 
December 27, 1845, it was as if he saw 
the open abyss of fire. Then there rang 








668 (4) * 


from the throat of the girl for a quarter 
of an hour a single cry of desperation of 
such overwhelming strength that it was 
as if the house would fall. Anything 
more terrible could not be imagined. 
Half of the people of the place perceived 
with horror that the struggle was going 
on. The possessed Katrina was taken 
with such trembling that it seemed as 
if her limbs would shake off. The de- 
mon appeared filled with anguish and 
desperation, yet his defiance was none 
the less great. .He challenged God to 
perform some wonder. He would not 
abandon the gir] until there came from 
Heaven some tremendous miracle which 
should astonish the whole place. He 
would not surrender the part he was 
playing as any common sinner. but would 
with a certain triumph pass into hell. 
Such a horrible mixture of evil and defi- 
ance, of desperation and pride, surely has 
never been seen elsewhere. Meanwhile 
his overthrow appeared to be ever more 
prepared jin the invisible world. Finally 
came the most harrowing moment which 
no one could adequately describe who 
had not been eye and ear witness. About 
two o’clock in the morning the Satanic 
angel began roaring, the girl’s head and 
body falling back over the back of the 
chair. The words which came out of 
her mouth with a volume such as it is 
hard to conceive of as coming from hu- 
man throat—the words ‘Jesus is Victor! 
Jesus is Victor!’—left an ineradicable 
impression on all who heard them. The 
might of the demon appeared now to be 
broken and with every moment to grow 
weaker. He was ever quieter, made 
hardly any movement, and finally van- 
ished almost imperceptibly as the life 
of a dying person passes out. This was 
about eight in the morning. Here it 
was that the almost two-year-long strug- 
gle came to an end. That this was so I 
felt with assurance and my triumphant 
joy was seen when, on the following 
Sunday, I preached on the Magnificat of 
Mary.” 

This great victory over the invisible 
powers of darkness was followed by re- 
vival in the community. People wrote 
to Blumhardt confessing their sins; they 
came in bands to his parsonage for the 
same purpose. They would come seven 
or eight times, not being able to confess 
everything at once. Some were in such 
struggle and agony “that I gave them 
absolution at once lest their hearts 
should literally break.” Blumhardt was 
in his study from seven in the morning 
till eleven at night hearing these con- 
fessions. Worthless people were con- 
verted. They came from neighboring 
villages. Fearful sins were confessed. 
In this community, sunk in spiritual 
coma, it was as in the days of John the 
Baptist. Everywhere there was recon- 
ciliation of enemies, return of stolen 
goods. Great fear was upon the Church 
as in apostolic days. Men recognized 
the significance of the tremendous con- 


_ clearly heard by all. 
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test in which Blumhardt had engaged for 
two years. The might of the Satanic 
powers was broken and these spiritual 
results followed as a matter of course. 


From Blumhardt theré streamed a 
Friedenskraft, a sanctifying power, which 
people clearly felt. The appearance of 
faces was changed; drunkards lost their 
thirst, disobedient children were tamed, 
quarrels between man and wife smoothed 
out. People would interrupt their work 
for prayer and study. The movement of 
repentance was followed by one of heal- 
ing. In the winter of 1844 when the 
people of Méttingen came weeping and 
confessing to the parish house they found 
that with forgiveness often came cure, 
Here a rhemautic found himself healed. 
Others afflicted with consumption, eye 
troubles, . necrosis, spinal curvatures 
were freed. When Blumhardt went on 
journeys he was constantly invoked by 
people ( often in crowds, to pray for their 
healing. They awaited his coming on 
trains and he would go into the waiting- 
rooms of stations to pray with them. 
They gave him scarce time to eat. It 
was as in the Lord’s day. 


“He saw the heavens rent” is the 
phrase used in Mark 1:10. So is it in 
such times of spiritual apocalypse. So 
was it with Blumhardt at this time. He 
was going with a band of friends to a 
mission festival in a neighboring town. 
When he returned with them, he sat 
down by the wayside and, filled as he 
was with the glow of his great experi- 
ences, he composed the following verse, 
which he straightway read to his com- 
panions: 

Jesus ist der Siegesheld, der all’ seine 

_ Feind’ besieget; 

Jesus ist’s dem alle Welt bald zu seinen 

Fuessen lieget 
Jesus ist’s der praechtig kommt und die 
Seinen zu sich nimmt. 

Jesus is the hero-victor who overcomes 

all his foes; 

Jesus is it at whose feet the whole world 

will soon lie; 

Jesus is it who is coming in glory to take 

his.own to himself. 


They had meantime come to a pleas- 


A Christian Wedding Service 
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ant little place called Kirchplatz and 
sang this verse to a well-known church 
melody. 

“All at once it was as if there joined 
in from the neighboring woods hundreds 
of jubilant voices, and with such power 
that the two accompanying Blumhardt 
(men who still live) became quiet from 
inner emotion. Blumhardt, however, 
sang on with mighty power.” 

Are these things so or are they not 
so? One must remember Blumhardt’s 
honesty, his saintliness, his balance, his 
culture, the confidence reposed in him, 
the witnesses to these strange occur- 
rences, some of whom have lived al- 
most to the present. These things hap- 
pened practically in our day; Blumhardt 
died only in 1880. They were not dane 
in a corner: they were subjected to all 
sorts of cross criticism and cross exam- 
ination. They are the subject of a large 
literature by serious and competent 
writers. I need but mention such works 
as Zundell’s “Life of Blumhardt” and 
Heinrich Schneider’s more recent biog- 
raphy; Heinatsch’s “Christoph Blum- 
hardt der Aelterer,” recently published; 
Lhotsky’s “Der Wunderpfarrer”; Th. 
Freimann’s “Teufelsaustreibung in Métt- 
ingen.” . “Rationalists” will talk about 
“superstition.” Wiser men will not bury 
their heads in the sand after that fash- 
ion. For these facts are fearfully im- 
portant. Lhotsky speaks of the last 
generation “which neglected Blumhardt 
and then went to pieces in the World 
War.” They are also. depressing facts, 
yet Blumhardt was not depressed. These 
facts, too, may indicate, as Lhotsky sug- 
gests, that “the unexampled evil and 
vulgarity of our time are but a preface 
to a great victory of the Kingdom of 
God, bringing in a wholly new period 
of world history. Our spiritual enemies 
are embittered because they know their 
end is approaching and that they are 
helpless against the Lord Jesus.” 

We should remember that to be a 
good theologian one must be a competent 
Satanologian. A capable officer must 
know the strength of the enemy! 


One that can be a spiritual blessing both to the wedding couple and those who attend 


N MY opinion ‘a wedding ceremony 

should be meaningful, Scriptural, a 
source of spiritual blessing both to the 
bridal couple and those who attend the 
service. It should be right to the point, 
and relatively brief. It should be un- 
hurried so that its content and intent 
may be understood by all, and yet it 
should not be given at great length. 

The participants—the clergyman and 
the two contracting parties—should be 
Even though the 
service is for those who are being mar- 
.Tied, there should be “audience partici- 


By V. RAYMOND EDMAN, Ph.D. 


pation” on the part of all who attend. 

After a study of ceremonies used in 
various communions, I have come‘to the 
persuasion that,.as far as I am con- 
cerned, the Anglican Service (as pre- 
sented in the “Book of Common Prayer” 
used in this country by the Protestant 
Episcopal and the Reformed Episcopal 
churches), with some adaptations, is de- 
cidedly meaningful and appropriate. 

I think there should be some additions, 
such as a brief invocation at the begin- 
ning, a brief Scripture lesson, and op- 
portunity for the bride and groom to 
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give testimony of their faith in Christ, a 
more meaningful presentation in ex- 
change of rings. 

I think there should be some omis- 
sions. For example, I do not use the 
statement: “If any man can show just 
cause why they may not be lawfully 
joined together, let him now speak, or 
else hereafter forever hold his peace.” 
Such a situation should be anticipated 
by questions previously given to the 
contracting parties. Furthermore, I omit 
the question to them if they know of 
any impediment as to their being law- 
fully joined together in matrimony, That 
should have been ascertained in ad- 
vance. 

Inasmuch as the question is asked, 
“Keep thee only unto her, so long as ye 
both shall live?” I do not think it neces- 
sary to add the same thought when the 
vows are exchanged; therefore the ex- 
clusion of the clause, “Till death us do 
part.” 

If a song is desired during the course 
of the ceremony, it should consist of 
a stanza or two‘of dedication just after 
the prayer. 

This is the substance of the service 
I prefer: 

Invocation.—Our Father in Heaven, 
Thou hast taught us in Thy Word that 
“whatsoever we do, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” In His name we 
are gathered here, and through Him we 
invoke Thy blessing upon these hearts 
and this wedding ceremony; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Dearly beloved, we are_gathered to- 
gether here in the sight od, and in 
the face of this company, to join together 
John and Jane in holy matrimony; which 
is an honorable estate, instituted of God 
in the time of man’s innocency, signify- 
ing unto us the mystical union that is be- 
twixt Christ and His Church; which 
holy estate Christ adorned and beauti- 
fied with His presence and first miracle 
that He wrought in Cana of Galilee, and 
is commended of Saint Paul to be honor- 
able among all men; and therefore is 
not by any to be entered into unad- 
visedly or lightly, but reverently, dis- 
creetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the 
fear of God. Into this holy estate these 
two persons present come now to be 
joined, » 

John, hast thou received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as thy personal Saviour, 
and dedicated thy life to His glad serv- 
ice? : 

‘I have. 

Jane, hast thou received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as thy personal Saviour, and 
dedicated thy life to His glad service? 

I have. 

John, wilt thou have Jane to be thy 
wedded wife, to live together after God’s 
ordinance, in the holy estate of matri- 
mony? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, 
honor, and keep her, in sickness and in 
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health; and, forsaking all others, keep 
thee only unto her, so long as ye both 
shall live? 

I will. 

Jane, wilt thou have John to be thy 
wedded husband, to live togethex after 
God’s ordinance, in the holy estate of 
matrimony? Wilt thou love him, com- 
fort him, honor, and keep him, in sick- 
ness and in health; and, forsaking all 
others, keep thee only unto him, so long 
as ye both shall live? 

I will. 

Who giveth Jane to be married to 
John? 

I, John, take thee, Jane, to be my wed- 
ded wife, to have and to hold, from this 
day forward, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish, according 
to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto 
I plight thee my troth. 

I, Jane, take thee, John, to be my 
wedded husband, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish, 
according to God’s holy ordinance; and 
thereto I give thee my troth. 

What token is there of this pledge? 

(Upon my receiving the ring I show it 
to the bride, and ask) 

Jane, wilt thou receive this ring in 
token and pledge of the vows which John 
has made? 

I will. 

(John repeats after me) 

With this ring I thee wed: in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

What other token is there of this 
pledge? 

(Upon receiving the ring from the 
bride I ask) 

John, wilt thou receive this ring in 
token and pledge of the vows which Jane 
has made? 

I will. 

(She repeats after me) 

With this ring I thee wed: in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver 
of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual 
grace, the Author of everlasting life; We 
thank Thee for the homes from which 
these hearts have come. We thank Thee 
that these Thy children have from child- 
hood known the holy Scriptures which 
have made them wise unto salvation 
which is through faith in our Lord Jesus 


* Christ. We ask Thy blessing updn this 


new home which they now establish, 
upon John and Jane, whom we bless in 
Thy name. Grant that they may surely 
perform and keep the vow and covenant 
betwixt them made, that they may ever 
remain in perfect love and peace to- 
gether, and live according to thy laws; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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(A song at this point, if desired) 

Those whom God hath joined together, 
let no man put asunder, 

For as much as John and Jane have 
consented together in holy wedlock, and 
have witnessed the same before God 
and this company, and thereto have 
given and pledged their troth, each to 
the other, and have declared the same 
by giving and receiving a ring; I pro- 
nounce that they are husband and wife; 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Benediction.—God the Father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, 
and keep you; the Lord mercifully with 
His favor look upon you, and fill you 
with all spiritual benediction and grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


You will have noticed that I prefer 
to use the names of the bride and groom 
rather than the expressions, “This man, 
this woman.” 

Some couples desire that, when the 
ceremony has been completed, I step 
forward and present them to those who 
have attended the service with a word 
like this, “It is my great pleasure to 
present to you Mr. and Mrs. John Doe.” 
This introduction is followed by the Re- 
cessional. 

The purpose of the questions during 
the exchange of rings is to make that 
part of the service more meaningful, 
and also to indicate to the audience what 
is taking place in the ceremony at that 
point. 

I have found widespread favorable 
reaction to these adaptations that have 
been made, which are designed to make 
the service indeed meaningful, and spir- 
itual, and a source of testimony for the 
Saviour. 

WueatTon, ILL. 
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Spelldowns in Sunday School 
By Evelyn Witter 


PELLDOWNS are fun for the chil- 

dren, and an excellent form of re- 
view. Very often, before we leave a 
unit of study in our Primary Depart- 
ment, we have a spelldown. This method 
is a fina] repetition of our lessons and 
has proved to help fasten the facts in 
the minds of the children. 

Take lessons on David, for example. 
By noting the questions and the answers, 
you can see how much material can be 
covered in a short time and in a pleas- 
ant way, which is much more effective 
than the same material would be simply 
repeated by the teacher. 

For the spelldown we counted off by 
two’s. The one’s stood on one side of 
the room, the two’s on tha other. If a 
child answered correctly, he could re- 
main standing. If he did not know the 
answer, he had to take his seat and the 
question was passed to the other team. 
The last one to remain standing was re- 

(Continued on page 677) 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 11. 


STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 


Nehemiah 1; 2; 4; 6; 12:27-31, 38, 43; printed text, Nehemiah 4:6-9, 15, 21-23; 12:27, 43 
Golden Text.—Annd they said, Let us rise up dnd build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work.—Neh. 2:18 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 


Neh. 4:6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind 
to work. 

7 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, 
heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, 

8 And conspired all of them together to come and to fight 
against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. 

9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and 
set a am cqntnst them day on night, Sechuse of them. 


15 And it came to pass, when our enemies — that it 
was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to 
nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. 


21 So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the 
spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. 


22 Likewise at the same time said I unto the people, Let 
every one with his servant lodge within Jerusalem, that in 
the night they may be a guard to us, and labour on the day. 

23 So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the 
men of the guard which ‘followed me, none of us put off our 
clothes, — that depend one a them off for wanes. 


Chap. 12:27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem 
they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them 
to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with 
thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, 
and with anu 


43 Also that day they uieees great sacrifices, and rejoiced: 
for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also 
and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was 
heard even afar off. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


INCE the restoration period of 
S Judah’s history is so closely linked 

with the Persian Empire, it may be 
of interest to students to know who 
were the Persian kings, and which of 
them touched the destiny of the Jews 
in some special way. 

Cyrus (538-529) 

Cambyses (529-522) 

Gaumata the usurper (522-521) 

Darius I (521-486) 

Xerxes, called Ahasuerus in the 

Bible (486-465) 

Artaxerxes I (464-424) 

Xerxes II (424-423) 

Darius II (423-404) 

Artaxerxes II (404-359) 

Artaxerxes ITI (359-338) 

Darius III (338-331) 

The numbers diminish instead of in- 
creasing, because they are years B.C. 
(before Christ). 

The era of Persian dominance began 
with the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, 
and ended with the defeat of Darius III 
by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. 

Four of the kings named above are 
of special interest in the history of the 
Jews. 

Cyrus issueg the decree of emancipa- 
tion the first year of his reign over 
Babylon, and so began the era of resto- 
ration. He was especially linked with 


the rebuilding of the Temple. 
Darius I confirmed the decree of Cyrus 
and added new sanctions to it when 


Tatnai the governor wrote complaining 
about the action of the Jews in pro- 
ceeding with the building of the Temple. 
See Ezra 5:6 to 6:12. 

Xerxes, or Ahasuerus, was the king 
who divorced his wife Vashti, and made 
Esther queen. In his day also the non- 
Jews of Palestine wrote against the 
Jews, but we are not informed of the 
nature of the reply of Xerxes. See Ezra 
4:6. 

Artaxerxes stopped the work of build- 
ing the city of Jerusalem on complaint 
of the governors of that part of the 
empire (Ezra 4:7-23), but later gave 
wholehearted support to Ezra (7:11-26), 
and still later to Nehemiah (Neh. 2: 
1-8), thus furthering the establishment 
of the nation. 

Chronologically, Ezra 4:6-23 belongs 
between chapters 6 and 7. It seems to 
have been placed where it is to give a 
list of the oppositions involving the vari- 
ous kings, before continuing the story 
of the stoppage from the days of Cyrus 
to the days of Darius. See list of kings. 
I realize that there aré¢ other theories, 
but this seems the most satisfactory solu- 
tion. 

But Nehemiah was to find that a royal 
decree did not solve all problems. 


Verse by Verse 

Neh. 4:6.—“So built we the wall... 
for the people had a mind to work.” 
The “so” refers back to the co-operative 
work described in chapter 3. The 
A.S.V. reads “unto half the height 
thereof,” which seems a good suggestion. 

Verse 7.—“But . . . when Sanballat, 
and Tobiah, and the Arabians .. . heard 





that the walls of Jerusalem were made 
up... they were very wroth.” Com- 
pare 2:10, 19; 4:1-3; 6:1-9, 12, 13, 17-19; 
13:4-8. The enemies were not easily 
discouraged. Their means of attack were 
legion. So are “the wiles of the devil.” 

Verse 8.—“And conspired . . . to fight 
against Jerusalem ...” When scorn and 
false accusation failed, the enemy tried 
threats and show of force—anything to 
cause confusion. 

Verse 9.—“Nevertheless we made our 
prayer ...and set a watch...” Turn- 
ing to prayer is an acknowledgment that 
our help is from God. But prayer does 
not mean supine passivity, They watched 
as they prayed. 


Verses 10-14 tell in more detail of the 


“watching” and Nehemiah’s encourage- 
ment of the people. 

Verse 15.—“. . . when our enemies 
heard that . . . God had brought their 


counsel to nought ... we returned... 
every one unto his work.” The watch- 
fulness of the Jews betrayed their 
knowledge of the enemies’ plans. Thus 
the enemy lost the initiative, and the 
attack did not materialize. This made 
possible a resumption of the work of 
building. 

Verse 21.—“So we laboured in the 
work; and half of them held the spears 

.” Nehemiah did not relax his watch. 
Work and watching went together, 

Verse 22.—“. .. Let every one with his 
servant lodge within Jerusalem ... a 
guard ... and labour .. .” Instead of 
scattering to their homes beyond the 
walls, Nehemiah had the builders and 
their servants stay right in Jerusalem, 











"> @D .* we « 





Lesson for September 11 


so that, in case of a night attack, there 
would be a full complement of armed 
men to repel it. 

Verse 23—‘“So ... none of us put off 
our clothes . ,.” Constant preparedness 
was the rule—for Nehemiah as well as 
for his servants. The last phrase is very 
uncertain. The A.S.V. gives “every one 
went with his weapon to the water.” 
Keil, by a slight emendation of the text, 
makes the phrase signify that every man 
slept with his weapon by his right hand, 
in readiness for emergency. 

Chap. 12:27.—“And .. . they sought 
the Levites . , . to keep the dedication 
with gladness .’ Note the word 
“sought.” Throughout this story there 
seems to have been a reluctance on the 
part of the Levites to enter into the 
restoration project. See Ezra 8:15. 

Verses 28-42.—These verses give a de- 
scription of the dedication service for 
the walls. Notice the processional. 

Verse 43.—“. . . they offered great sac- 
rifices, and rejoiced _.. that the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard even afar off.” The 
celebration was climaxed in sacrifice. 
All worship must center upon the altar. 
Apart from Calvary, we can neither 
worship God nor know the joy of sal- 
vation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Instead of confining ourselves to the 
printed portion, it may be profitable to 
take into view the wider range of op- 
position which Nehemiah met from with- 
out. 

We are introduced to the opposition 
in chapter 2:10, where we are simply 
told of their grief at the prospect of 
a bettering of the state of the Jews. 

Those of the opposition spring to ac- 
tion as soon as the work of the Lord 
begins, Their first strategy was insinua- 
tion (2:19), basely suggesting that the 
building of the walls was preparation for 
revolt against the Persian rule. Ne- 
hemiah’s reply was a statement of their 
confidence in God. 

The adversaries then resorted to mock- 
ery (4:1-3). They reviled them with the 
hopeless ruin of their walls, suggesting 
that “these feeble Jews” did not have 
what it takes to carry through the task 
involved in such a restoration. Tobiah 
jocularly remarked that it would re- 
quire no army to breach anything the 
Jews could build—a fox would be 
enough. Hezekiah did not answer this 
mockery, but prayed. 

Intimidation was the next weapon of 
the opposition (4:7, 8). They made a 
great show of strength, and did a lot 
of saber rattling. No doubt they in- 
tended an attack if they could catch the 
Jews off guard, but with Nehemiah’s 
vigilance they had no chance to spring 
a surprise, and for all the army they 
had with them they did not risk open 
combat with “these feeble Jews.” The 
builders had suddenly become warriors, 
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Last Week's Lesson 
10. September 4.—Worship Revived in 
Jerusalem. Ezra 3 to 6; Haggai; 
Zechariah 1:1-6; 4:1-10 
Next Week's Lesson 
12. September 18.—Malachi Calls for 
Righteous Living. 
Leviticus 22:21, 22; Malachi 








and the cupbearer of the king had be- 
come a veritable general. 

The adversaries now resorted to guile 
(6:1-4). They feigned friendship, send- 
ing invitations to Nehemiah to join them 
at a village gathering. This they did 
four times. But it was only a trap, into 
which Nehemiah did not fall. “I am 
doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down,” he affirmed. 

In exasperation the enemy tried cal- 
umny (6:5-8). They imputed false motives 
to Nehemiah, and quoted an “authority” 
for a supposed plot on the part of Nehe- 
miah to assume the royal title. With 
this was a threat to report this to the 
king, Artaxerxes. Nehemiah replied 
with a categorical denial of the charges, 
and turned again to prayer. 

“So the wall was finished,” not in a 
blaze of glory and a burst of enthusiasm 
and a streak of good fortune, but by 
the help of God, in the teeth of bitter 
and determined opposition. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The enemy tries insinuation 
2:19) 
2. The enemy tries mockery (4:1-3) 


(Neh. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT four Persian kings are of 
special interest in the history of 
Judah, so far as the Biblical record is 
concerned? 

2. How long was the work of build- 
ing the Temple stopped in the days of 
Zerubbabel? 

3. How did Nehemiah’s building in- 
terest differ from that of Zerubbabel? 

4. What was Nehemiah’s method in 
building the wall of Jerusalem? 

5. What three men are specially named 
as being adversaries of the Jews? 

6. How does the group who opposed 
Nehemiah differ from the group who op- 
posed Zerubbabel? 

7. What are some of the schemes 
which the enemies used in their attempts 
to frustrate the building of the wall? 

8. What circumstances made Nehe- 
miah’s conflict with the adversaries more 
difficult? 

9. What were Nehemiah’s two most 
effective weapons against his adver- 
saries? 

10. What group showed a strange re- 
luctance to take part in the entire 
process of restoration? 


( Answers on page 677) 
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3. The enemy tries intimidation (4:7, 8) 
4. The enemy tries guile (6:1-4) 
5. The enemy tries calumny (6:5-8) 


Topics for Development 

The Adversaries. Who were the people 
who gave Ezra and Nehemiah such a 
rough time, and indeed opposed the 
work from the beginning? They seem 
to have belonged to two general groups. 
There were the “displaced persons,” 
whom Esar-haddon transported “from 
Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, 
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim” 
and placed in the cities of Samaria after 
the downfall of the northern kingdom 
(2 Kings 17:24). These sagm to have 
spread into the land of Judah, and met 
Zerubbabel and his company with a re- 
quest to be allowed to build with them 
(Ezra 4:1, 2). The other. group, who 
especially opposed Nehemiah, were also 
a mixed group, but from the traditional 
enemies of Israel. Sanballat was a 
Horonite, Tobiah an Ammonite, and 
Geshem an Arabian (Ishmaelite). A 
Horonite was one from Beth-horon, in 
the ancient land of the Hivites. So the 
ancient enmity sprang up at the pros- 
pect of a revived Israel. We must not 
forget the struggles that Ezra and Nehe- 
miah had with members of their own 
community, because of some falling into 
alliances with the heathen, even with 
some of their most bitter enemies (Neh. 
6:17-19). We, too, shall find the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil always on hand 
to oppose the works of God. 

Answering the Adversary. We have 
seen the various tactics of the enemies 
of the Jews in trying to hinder the 
progress of the building. Look now 
particularly at Nehemiah’s answer to 
their approaches, 

One of his weapons was complete 
frankness. He answered their insinua- 
tion (2:19) with a frank affirmation .of 
his trust in God, an equally frank avowal 
of his intention to build, and an equally 
frank claim to the Jews’ sole right in 
Jerusalem (2:20). 

Another weapon was prayer. This is 
especially useful when one feels that 
anything he might say or do would be 
in the heat of the flesh, and not in the 
Spirit of God. Nehemiah was wise not 
to answer mockery (4:1-3) otherwise 
than by prayer (4:4, 5). 

Then to prayer Nehemiah added vig- 
ilance when the threat of attack was 
added to mockery (4:7-9). “Watch and 
pray,” said Jesus (Matt. 26:41). 

Another weapon of Nehemiah was 
utter consecration to the task. When the 
enemy sought by guile to get him into 
their company, his answer was, “I am 
doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down” (6:3). A true vision of our 
task, and full devotion to it, will save 
us from many a trap. 

Again, Nehemiah made fearless denial 
of false accusations while turning to God 
in prayer (6:5-9). Times do come when 
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a Christian must answer calumny, but 
he should do it in a spirit of prayer, 
committing his cause to the Lord. 


Practical Applications 


Expect opposition, and you will not 
be disappointed or discouraged when it 
comes. 

An adequate sense of God will enable 
you to meet all opposition with confi- 
dence and certainty of victory. 

It is the part of wisdom to become ac- 
quainted with enemy strategy and tac- 
tics, so as not to be taken by surprise. 
(See 2 Cor. 2:11 and Eph. 6:11.) 

Spurgeon named his church paper, 
Sword and Trowel, from Nehemiah 4:17. 
We are both soldiers and builders. 
Golden Text 

Neh. 2:18.—“And they said, Let us rise 
up and build. So they strengthened 
their hands for this good work.” Notice 
what moved the Jews to buckle down 
to the work. First they awoke to the 
shame of the present condition (v. 17). 
Then they caught a vision of the suffi- 
ciency of God even to move kings on 
their behalf. The same two things— 
the need of the world, and the sufficiency 
of God—will alert us also, 

ELMHursrT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SvuGcEsTEeD HyMNS 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, for great and 
good men of other days and for their 
service for Thee and mankind we thank 
Thee. O Thou who hast never failed 
Thy faithful people, give us strength and 
courage to be true to Thee in our time. 
Inspire our faith by the Scripture before 
us today that we may do exploits for 
Thee as others have before us. For our 
needy world we pray that evil may be 
overcome and the Gospel win ever greater 
victories. To all sufferers and mourners 
extend aid and comfort. Recover the 
backslidden and save the lost. Lead us 
into Thy perfect will for our lives and 
use us to point others to the Saviour. 
Forgive our past sin and failure and 
make us victorious over all our temp- 
tations through Jesus Christ our con- 
quering Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson—A woman once 
asked a tramp how he decided which 
way he would tramp. “I always turn 


Where “I” Serves A Nobler Purpose! 
“So built WE the wall.” 
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‘ way of least effort. 
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my back to the wind,” he said. And 
that, of course, was what made him a 
tramp, for a man gets nowhere who al- 
ways takes the way of least effort. Yet 
sometimes the winds of difficulty seem 
too strong for the stoutest to face. It 
was that way when Nehemiah became 
governor of the colony of returned Jews. 
Years had passed since their return, yet 
Jerusalem lay exposed to constant peril 
because the walls had not been rebuilt. 


38. YOUR Fa’ 


The discouraged state of the Jews and 
the hostile attitude of nearby peoples 
made it seem impossible to carry through 
that needed project to completion. But 
Nehemiah was undaunted. He aroused 
the people to co-operate. He armed 
them when their enemies threatened and 
resolutely pushed on with the building 
till it was done. How could he face 
such difficulties and win through? Be- 
cause his trust was in God. He not only 
inspired, organized, and armed the peo- 
ple, he also looked to God for help. “We 
made our prayer unto our God, and set 
a watch,” he said. Nehemiah and his 
people could set their face against their 
foes and keep their hands at the work 
because their hearts were toward the 
Lord. They trusted Him to see them 
through, and He did. 

Never be like the tramp, passing up 
the challenging things of life to take the 
If you are on the 
Lord’s side as Nehemiah was, you can 
face the biggest difficulties and dangers 
and win through with God. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“So they strengthened their hands for 
this good work” (Neh. 2:18).—Nehemiah 
had just comé from Persia. He remained 
three days in Jerusalem without telling 
anyone what brought him there. After 
his tour of inspection of the city, the 
walls, and the gate, he made his mis- 
sion known. 

Nehemiah would gladly tell them who 
he was, what he had heard in Persia 
about conditions in Jerusalem, how he 
was exercised for four months—from 
the month Chisleu to the month Nisan 
—and how the king granted him per- 
mission to take the trip. When they 
heard how good the hand of God was 
upon him, they strengthened their hands 
to help him in the good work. It is an 
easy matter to give a helping hand to 
one when it is very evident the hand of 
God is upon him. “Many hands make 
light work.” 

Someone relates the incident about the 
city boy’s first sight of a vast field of 
flax in bloom. When his uncle said, 
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“Every stalk of this flax must be pulled 
by hand,” the boy said to himself, “Im- 
possible.” 

When the summer was ended, the 
uncle said to the boy one night: “You 
must arise early tomorrow morning, 
for we are going to a flax frolic.” The 
boy did not know what that meant, but 
he was ready on time. The two made 
their way to the flax field. When they 
arrived, there were so many others there 
that it appeared as though the entire 
neighborhood had gravitated to that spot. 

While the women and girls prepared 
food to eat, the men and boys pulled 
the flax. There were so many of them, 
and they worked so joyfully, that by 
evening all the flax had been pulled 
and bound into sheaves. What the boy 
had thought impossible was speedily ac- 
complished by many willing hands! 

“. . . conspired all of them together 
... to fight ... and to hinder” (Neh. 
4:8).—There was no love lost  be- 
tween the Samaritans, Arabians, Am- 
monites, and Ashdodites. The only bond 
holding them together on this occasion 
was their common hatred of Jerusalem 
and the Jews. One is reminded of those 
two erstwhile enemies—Herod and 
Pilate—joining hands in giving the Lord 
Jesus a mock trial (Luke 23:12). 

“Hatred is the vice of narrow souls; 
they feed it with all their littlenesses, 
and make it the pretext of base tyran- 
nies” (Balzac). 

A conspiracy to fight and to hinder the 
work! What a base motive! What a 
waste of time, thought, effort, and 
money! 

This great country is suffering some- 
what from the effects of a “Hate U.S.A.” 
propaganda being spread at home and 
abroad. How the conspirators would 
delight in the destruction of this Gov- 
ernment! Failing in the attempt to 
overthrow the Government, the enemies 
are exerting themselves to the utmost 
to hinder the onward march of freedom 
in this country. We must not fail to 
pray for those in authority. 

The spirit of helpfulness should char- 
acterize the people of God, while our 
spiritual enemies are endeavoring in 
every conceivable way to hinder the 
work of the Lord. 

I like this poem, by an unknown 
author: 

One day a blind man chanced to meet 

A lame one limping in the street; 

The former hoped with fond delight 
The latter would conduct him right. 
The lame man cried, “Lend aid to thee? 

I cannot walk, unhappy me! 

And yet, methinks to bear a load, 

Thou hast good shoulders strong and 
broad. 

If thou’lt resolve to bear me hence, 

I'll be thy guide as recompense; 


* Thy firm strong foot will then be mine, 


And my bright eye be also thine.” 
The lame man, with his crutches, rode 
Upon the blind man's shoulder broad; 
United thus achieved the pair 
What each would have accomplished 
ne’er! 
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“. .. we returned all of us to the wall, 
every one unto his work” (Neh. 4:15). 
When God brought the counsel of the 
conspirators to naught, the Jews re- 
turned to the important work. of build- 
ing the wall—“every one unto his work.” 
Each able-bodied man had a niche to 
fill. 

Concerning Gideon’s three hundred 
men, we read, “And they stood every 
man in his place round about the camp” 
(Judges 7:21). .Concerning Christians 
today, we read, “But unto every one of 
us is given grace according to the meas- 
ure of the gift of Christ” (Eph, 4:7). 
The mystical body of Christ is “com- 
pacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the measure of every part...” 
(Eph. 4:16). 

Miss Mabel Shaw, a missionary to 
lepers, tells how when she was warned 
that her path was blocked by lions, a 
native begged to make the trip with her. 
She knew a creature so poor and weak 
could be of little help to her in time 
of danger, and after trying in vain to 
turn him back, she asked, “What do you 
think you could do if we were attacked 
by lions?” The answer came with quiet 
dignity, “I could give a life!” 

Each man .working on that wall had 
to be ready to give a life. “Half of 
them held the spears from the rising of 
the morning till the stars appeared.” 
And no matter where they lived, they 
had to lodge in Jerusalem by night, for 
their own safety, and that of others. 
Nehemiah and his bodyguard did not 
remove their apparel, save for washing. 
Those were strenuous days! The men 


learned to watch, pray, and be ready to. 


fight. Believers today are exhorted to 
watch and pray, and be ready to wrestle 
against wicked spirits in heavenly places 
(Eph, 6). 

“|. the joy of Jerusalem was heard 
even afar off” (Neh. 12:43).—The build- 
ing of the wall was finished. The dedi- 
catory service was conducted with glad- 
ness, “both with thanksgivings, and with 
singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and 
with harps.” King Solomon said, “The 
desire accomplished is sweet to the soul.” 
So it is with every phase of service 
undertaken for the Lord. What a time 
of rejoicing it will be for all to whom 
the Lord will say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant .. . enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord”! 

Oh, how will recompense His smile, 

The sufferings of this little while! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


* (9) 673 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, these wall builders un- 
der Nehemiah must have been sorely 
handicapped by their-weapons. How 
would you like to lay brick or stone 
with a trowel in one hand and a sword 
in the other? That was one difficulty 


under which those brave fellows 
worked, building the wall, and it was 
no picnic. 


The work was hard enough with both 
hands free. The sun was hot and the 
day was long, and, well, I suppose a 
fellow just had to content himself with 
turning out a half day’s work in a day, 
which the record says was “from the 
rising of the morning till the stars ap- 
peared.” Yet those were the conditions 
under which they worked. But they 
wrought, day by day; and they watched 
while they wrought, and kept .a keen 
ear for the sound of the trumpet that 
would give warning of the enemy’s ap- 
proach. At any moment it might be 
necessary to drop the trowel and shift 
the sword to the right hand. 

“So,” the record continues, “the wall 
was finished .. . in fifty and two days. 
And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the 
heathen that were about us saw these 
things, they were much cast down in 
their own eyes: for they perceived that 
this work was wrought of our God” 
(Neh. 6:15, 16). 

Fellows, that is a magnificent state- 
ment. I would that such a summing up 
could be made of my career when it 
shall be closed: “So he finished his 
wall. And it came to pass that when 
the enemies of his soul, and the skep- 
tics who said that his faith was mis- 
placed, saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for they 
perceived that it was God who had been 
working through him.” 

Every fellow who would build a wall 
for God must work with sword and 
trowel. But the sword is to fight a spir- 
itual enemy. Ofttimes to the beginner 
it seems to be a handicap or an inter- 
ruption. The sword of the Spirit is 
God’s Word. It takes time to feed with 
it—on it. There is a temptation to slight 
it and go on to other things. But we 
cannot build without it. It is a weapon 
both for defense and to fight through 
with. And as a fellow comes to know 
his Bible, he finds that it is not simply 
a fighting weapon clanking at his side, 
but more and more a conscious source 
of inspiration and power, helping him 
handle the trowel and place the stones 
in his wall for solid building. 

The weapon hanging heavily and awk- 
wardly at the side may be some trying 
interruption or obligation: not known to 
anyone but yourself. It is to make you 
more dependent on God, and to refine 
and stabilize the quality of your ‘work. 
Paul had a “thorn in the flesh.” God 
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did not remove the thorn in answer to 
Paul’s three times asking, but left it 
there so Paul could better realize God’s 
power in his life. Every man who has 
ever achieved anything for God that 
was worth while has battled against ob- 
stacles or stiff currents which seemed 
to be apart from his work. 

Fellows, building a life is not easy. 
Flaws in the building, soft spots, and 
flabby structure would work in if it 
were easy. But the sword at our side, 
the interruptions, the noncontributing 
obligations, keep us whetted and keen 
to make the building sure, 

My father was in General Stonewall 
Jackson's army—that great Christian sol- 
dier—and he told me that every morn- 
ing at a certain early hour there would 
be a white handkerchief tied on a bayo- 
net stuck in the ground at the door of 
the General’s tent. Every soldier knew 
that meant the General was closed in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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with his Bible and prayer, and none 
dared go near. No matter how tense 
the campaign, that engagement was kept; 
and Stonewall Jackson’s name will al- 
ways stand in the top line of military 
strategy and annals. 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” 
(Zech. 4:6), 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OU remember that Zerubbabel and 

the other Jews who had returned to 
Palestine resumed work on the Temple 
during the reign of a king named Darius, 
He is generally called Darius Hystaspes, 
to distinguish him from Darius the Mede, 
who became king the night Belshazzar 
was killed. Darius. Hystaspes was prob- 
ably of the same Persian royalty as 
Cyrus, for he married the daughter of 
Cyrus and became king after his death. 
In our last lesson we read God’s promise 
that Zerubbabel’s hands, which had laid 
the foundation of the Temple, would 
surely complete it. 

The Samaritans seem to have let the 
Jews alone as long as they were just 
fixing up their own homes and trying 
to make money, but as soon as they 
started work on the Temple again, these 
enemies tried once more to stop them. 
This shows that Satan was back of the 
Samaritan opposition, for he is always 
opposed to everything that honors the 
Lord. 

When the Samaritans found that they 
could not stop the Jews, they tried send- 
ing a letter to the Persian king. In this 
letter they told Darius that the Jews 
claimed that Cyrus the Great ordered 
them to build the Temple at Jerusalem. 
They asked that King Darius have this 
investigated, as they thought it was a 
lie. If, as they supposed, the Jews had 
lied about Cyrus’s command, they could 
make them stop, as they wanted to. But 
King Darius wrote a letter back to the 
Samaritans telling them that Cyrus had 
commanded the Jews to build their Tem- 
ple, and then he ordered the Samaritans 
to do all they could to help this build- 
ing of the Temple. Read Ezra 6:11. I 
would have liked to have seen the faces 
of these enemies of God’s people when 
they received this letter! After that 
they wouldn’t dare to make further 
trouble! They would have to pretend 
now that they wanted the Temple fin- 
ished! The king’s letter actually stated 
that if anyone hindered the Jews from 
building the house of God at Jerusalem, 
he was to be put to death at once, be- 
ing hung from timber pulled out of 
his own house. So their enemies were 
restrained and the Temple was finished 
by the hand of Zerubbabel, just as God 
had said it would be. 
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About seventy years lager Ezra the 
priest led another company of Jews from 
Babylon back to the land of Palestine. 
Ezra was a great man of God, but we 
do not have time today to discuss his 
expedition because the next part of our 
lesson took place about ten years after 
Ezra and his company reached Pales- 
tine. 

This part of the story begins in the 
Persian capital with a handsome young 
Jew named Nehemiah. He had a good 
job in the palace being the king’s cup- 
bearer. But when his brother came to 
see him and told him some of the trou- 
bles of the Jews in Palestine, he longed 
to go there to help them. Read what 
his brother said in Nehemiah 1:3. Verse 
4 shows how deeply young Nehemiah 
was affected by this report. He was 
supposed always to appear cheerful and 
happy in the presence of the king. But 
after that sad report from Jerusalem, 
he went to serve the king with a sor- 
rowful face. This was taking his life 
in his hand, for if the king got angry, 
he could order him executed at once. 
But God answered the young man's ear- 
nest prayers and made the king favor- 
able to Nehemiah, so that he gave him 
permission to go to Jerusalem for twelve 
years. 

Nehemiah 2:10 tells how the Samaritan 
leaders felt about Nehemiah’s coming 
to help the Jewish remnant. But Nehe- 
miah was not turned back by their un- 
friendly attitude. He went out by night 
to view the ruined, broken-down walls 
and gates of the city, when there was 
no activity going on to hinder his get- 
ting a complete picture of the situation. 
Then he called the leaders together and 
talked things over with them, saying, 
“Let us rise up and build.” 

Nehemiah 3 lists the names of the 
builders and where each one worked, 
and there ‘are little comments worth 
noting. Verse 5 tells that the Tekoite 
nobles did not help. From verse 12 we 
learn that some girls worked on the 
walls. In verse 20 we read that Baruch 
“earnestly repaired.” This chapter, like 
Ezra 2, gives an idea of what the books 
of eternity are like, in which is written 
down all that we do on earth. 

But once more the enemies of the 
Jews became active. First they made 
fun of the builders. Read Nehemiah 
4:3. A wall that could be broken by 
a fox would be no earthly good. The 
Jews paid no attention to this. 

Now read verses 6-9 in this fourth 
chapter. Since ridicule did not stop the 
work, their enemies planned a surprise 
attack to destroy the workmen. Read 
verse 15. So the surprise attack was not 
made. However, the Jews knew that 
their enemies might make trouble any 
time. 
only half of them building, while the 
other half stood guard beside them. 
Those who had work that could be done 


with one hand continued, but carried a 


So Nehemiah, now governor, had~ 
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Lesson for September 11 


weapon in the other hand. Read verses 
21-23. What wholehearted earnestness! 
What perfect harmony! They worked 
together from dawn till the stars ap- 
peared, and then slept right by the walls 
so that no one could undo their work 
during the night. Neither Nehemiah nor 
his men ever went to bed while the 
work was going on. No wonder the 
work was completed so fast, only taking 
fifty-two days (Neh. 6:15). 

In Nehemiah 12:27 we find the finished 
walls being dedicated to the Lord. Le- 
vites are gathering from all over the 
land to celebrate this great event. Now 


‘read verses 43 and 47. What joy there 


was in Jerusalem that day! God’s peo- 
ple had been laboring together, now they 
are rejoicing together and sharing their 
possessions with those who are spaegially 
dedicated to the Lord’s service. 

Psalm 149:4 says, “The Lord taketh 
pleasure in his people.” Nehemiah and 
the other godly Jews of his day must 
have given the Lord pleasure by their 
zeal and faithfulness in building the walls 
and gates of Jerusalem, and also by 
their spirit of harmony and co-operation. 
How much pleasure do we give the One 
who gave His life for us? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
The Joy of Working Together 
(Neh. 2:17, 18; 4:6-9; 12:27, 43) 
PPLICATION of this lesson requires 
some task for all to work at. Look 
over the church activities for the fall, 
and plan for a project for the children, 
perhaps an effort to increase Sunday 
school attendance, or a missionary in- 
terest. Possibly it can be presented as 
a wall of stones drawn with dotted lines 
to be made solid as objectives are’ com- 
pleted. p 

“Serve the Lord with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing” (Psa. 
100:2). How glad we are for the new 
ones who have come to serve and sing 
with us! Last Sunday we learned a 
new song to sing before Him in praise. 
We also serve Him by the work we do 
for Him. (Present the project in an 
interesting way.) Before we start our 
work let us take a look at how they 
worked together in Bible days. Our 
story will be in three scenes. 

Scene One: The Job. A new man has 
come to Jerusalem hamed Nehemiah. 
He has gathered the priests, the nobles, 
the rulers, and others of Jerusalem to- 
gether. “Look at our city! The walls 
of Jerusalem are in ruins. The gates 
are burned up. We must build the walls 
of Jerusalem so people will not keep on 
despising us. The king has given me 
permission to leave my work in his 
palace to ¢ome and rebuild our city. 
Here is his order to the guardian of 
the king’s forest to let me have lumber 
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to build the gates of the palace, and 
of the walls of the city, and for my own 
house. God has been with me to work 
all this out.” 

“Let’s start. We will build it” is their 
answer. 

Scene Two: Half Done. How people 
are working! Each family group has 
its own section of stone wall to put up, 
or a great wooden gate to make. Good 
stones from the ruins are being scraped 
clean. Good-for-nothing pieces and dirt 
are being carried off. Mortar is being 
made, and great stones are put in place 
and cemented together. The people are 
tired but working hard. The wall grows 
continually higher. Hurrah! It is half 
done, 

But cheers turn to fears. The trumpet 
blows. Nehemiah announces: “Our ene- 
mies are planning a secret attack to stop 
this work on the wall. Get your swords, 
spears, and bows. Some are to hide 
behind the walls ready to jump up and 
fight when the attack comes. Others are 
to be posted on the high places to keep 
watch and be ready to fight. Do not 
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, 
who is great and terrible. Fight for 
your families and homes.” But no attack 
comes. Enemy spies have found out the 
people are ready for them so they do 
not dare attack. Then the builders go 
back to work, but everyone wears his 
sword. And half of them hold their 
spears, all ready for trouble, from day- 
light till the stars come out. . 

Scene Three: Finished. In fifty-two 
days!’ Singers and musicians from all over 
the country are at Jerusalem for the 
big celebration. Half stand on one wall 
and half on the opposite wall. Nehe- 
miah, the rulers, and people are there, 
too. What songs of praise rise from 
those two choirs and orchestras answer- 
ing one another, giving glory to God! 
Many sacrifices are offered on the Tem- 
ple altar. God has made the people 
very, very happy in the success of their 
work. The shouts and cheers of joy 
can be heard miles away. 

The Memory Verse, “Let us rise up 
and build,” is a part of the Golden Text 
(Neh, 2:18). Let the posters bearing it 
also carry a suggestion of the work to 
which the class has committed itself. 
How long before we can celebrate our 
“all done”? 

Orono, MAINE. 


There come times in our lives when 
we realize that nothing short of God’s 
own power can help us. If we are to 
go on, we need Him to act in our be- 
half. Yet sometimes He asks us first 
to “take away the stone.” He has in 
mind for us some preliminary which is 
within our power and which is an ear- 
nest of our full reliance upon Him. 
When Christ tells us to take away some 
stone in our lives it is dangerous to dis- 
obey.—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


So you bring the one next to you, 

And I'll bring the one next to me; 

In all kinds of weather, we'll all work 
together, 

And see what can be done; 

So you bring the one next to you, 

And I'll bring the one next to me; 

In no time at all we'll have them all, 

So. win them, win them, one by one. 


INDA and Debbie and Cynthia were 

singing the brand new song they had 
learned just that morning in Sunday 
school while they worked together at 
doing the dishes. They had thought it 
was a brand new song. But when they 
heard Mother singing along with them 
and then Grandmother (whose house 
they were visiting), joining in, too, and 
suddenly Grandfather’s booming voice, 
they knew it wasn’t a new song after all 
—it was new only to them. 

Usually the girls complained about do- 
ing the dishes. But somehow this night 
things were different. Even Cynthia, 
who often tried to shirk dish drying 
because she was little, had climbed up 
on a chair and, with her mother’s spron 
tied around her neck, was working as 
hard as the others, and singing even 
louder! It made the work even more 
fun because Grandmother and Grand- 
father stayed right in the kitchen and 
helped put things away. They could 
sing well, too, the girls secretly de- 
cided. 

Later they were all sitting down to- 
gether in the living room when Grand- 
father said, “It was fun doing the dishes 
together and singing together tonight, 
wasn’t it?” 

“Oh, yes,” Linda exclaimed. “It’s just 
as much fun now to have peoplé work 
together as it was in the long ago Bible 
times.” 

“Who worked together then, honey?” 
Grandmother wanted to know. 

“Oh, a whole lot of people,” Linda 
quickly explained. “You see, it was like 
this: After God’s people returned to their 
own land they worked on rebuilding the 
city and God’s house, like this,” and Linda 
pointed-to a picture in her Bible story 
book. “Our Sunday school teacher told 
us all about it. And Debbie and I found 
it in our Bible. picture book.” 

“But after they had worked hard for 
a long, long time” (it was Debbie who was 
adding to the story) “they were getting 
discouraged. ‘Their enemies were mov- 
ing in close to them and there was noth-. 
ing to keep them out. You see, the 
wall of the city had been torn down 
and God’s people had not rebuilt that. 
So Nehemiah, one of the men of God 
who was serving the king in a faraway 
land (Babylon), came up to the city of 
God. He talked to the people and ex- 
plained that if they would all work to- 
gether they could soon rebuild the city 
walls. So they worked and worked and 
worked, and pretty soon they had the 
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wall half built. They were excited and 
happy, like this,” and Debbie pointed to 
the proper picture in her Bible story 
book, 

“And what happened when they got 
all the work done?” Mother wanted to 
know. 

“Oh, fhey had a big meeting!” Linda 
explained. “They sang and played harps 
and some other things that I can’t re- 
member the names of [Neh. 12:27], and 
they offered sacrifices and were very 
happy (v. 43). God’s people were glad 
that Nehemiah had come and helped 
them. They were glad that they found 
out what fun it was to work together. 
They loved Nehemiah because they knew 
that he knew how to pray. But they 
loved him even more, I guess, because 
he also knew how to work. And I think 
maybe God is pleased with us, too, when 
we work, almost as much as when we 
pray. So I’m going to try to do both 
from now on.” 

Little Cynthia had something to say: 
“But I think the bestest thing of all is 
when we tell others about the Lord Jesus. 
And if all of us in. this room would 
tell somebody else about Him, just 
think how many others would learn 
about Him!” Then she sang the last line 
of the song, “Win dem, win dem, one by 
one.” And Cynthia was right! 

Teacher’s note: This is the day, of 
course, to teach that beloved old chorus, 
“Win Them One by One.” And, if your 
Bible story book has pictures of the re- 
building of the walls of Jerusalem, by 
all means let your children enjoy them, 
too, 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday Scheol Times, 
225 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
How To Strengthen God’s Servants.— 

They strengthened their hands for this 

good work (Neh. 2:18, Golden Text). 

How are the hands of the Lord’s servants 

strengthened for good work? 

By the joy of the Lord (Ezra 6:22; Neh. 
8:10). 

By prayer (Neh. 6:9; Isa. 40:31). 

By hearing that their enemies are scared 
(Judges 7:10, 11). 

By friendship (1 Sam. 23:16). 

By the generosity of others (Ezra: 1:6). 

By increasing in the knowledge of God 
(Dan, 11:32). 

By refusing to fear (Zech. 8:13). 

By hearing how the Lord has strength- 
ened others (Neh. 2:18). 

—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 

Sussex, Eng. 


Just Keep Digging.—For the people 
had a mind to work (Neh. 4:6). We need 
to be like the old prospector who went 
out to California and struck it very rich. 
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Every time he disappeared into the hills 
he came up with a new vein of ore that 
was even bigger and better than the last 
one, and his envious companions were 
trying desperately to learn his secret. 
Finally, one day, he broke down and 
told them how he did it: “Boys,” he 
said, “I yoost keep digging holes.”— 
Sent by Lee Wells, Cumberland, Okla. 


A Porter’s Rebuke.—They were very 
wroth, and conspired . , , to hinder it 
(Neh. 4:7, 8). In a village in Northern 
Ireland, a humble Christian man started 
a children’s work in his home. A few 
ef the other church leaders became en- 
vious of him because of the way he 
was being blessed of God. They tried 
to interfere with the work, but it stead- 
ily prospered and grew. One day at the 
railway station, when a clergyman was 
belittling the work to one of his Sunday 
school teachers, a porter standing nearby 
said: “Excuse me, sir, I must speak. That 
man you are trying to belittle is doing 
a real work for God. Sure now, if it’s 
God® work, why aren't you all with 
him? My thirteen-year-old girl goes to 
his meetings, and it’s great help she’s 
getting. If he wasn’t God’s man, he 
couldn’t do such work.”—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


How To Meet Attack—We made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night, because 
of them (Neh, 4:9). It is said that one 
of the herons, when attacked by the 
eagle or falcon, simply stands firm, and 
quiet, using its bill as a sword, allowing 
the enemy to pierce himself through by 
his own force. The Christian’s method 
of defense is very similar. He takes the 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God. When attacked by the enemy 
from without or within, he stands firm 
and holds forth the Word of God. The 
enemy is always pierced through when 
the believer stands forth in holy bold- 
ness displaying the “living and power- 
ful” Word of God. Our battles become 
glorious victories, when we have learned 
to say with confident conviction, “It is 
written.”"—From Tom M. Olson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. Prize illustration. 


A City Delivered by Praise.—It came 
to pass, when our enemies heard that 
it was known unte us, and God had 
brought their counsel to nought... 
(Neh. 4:15). When the armies of Napo- 
leon swept over Europe, one of his gen- 
erals made a surprise attack on the little 
town of Feldkirch on the Austrian 
border. It was Easter, and as Napo- 
leon’s formidable army maneuvered on 
the heights above Feldkirch, a council 
of its citizens was hastily summoned to 
decide whether to surrender or attempt 
a defense. In this assembly the vener- 
able dean of the church rose and de- 
clared: “This is Easter day. We have 
been counting on our,own strength, and 
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that will fail. This is the day of our 
Lord’s resurrection. Let us ring the bells 
and have services as usual, and leave 
the matter in God’s hands. We know 
only our weakness, and not the power 
of God.” The council accepted his plan, 
and in a few minutes the church belfry 
chimed the joyous bells announcing the 
Saviour’s resurrection. The enemy, hear- 
ing the sudden peal, concluded that the 
Austrian army had arrived during the 
night, and broke up camp; and before 
the Easter bells had ceased, the danger 
had been lifted.—From the North Star 
Baptist (Minneapolis, Minn.). Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


The Importance of the “Holders-on. 
—So we laboured in the work: and half 
of them held the spears from the rising 
of the morning till the stars appeared 
(Neh. 4:21). A British white book on 
labor conditions in the shipyards men- 
tions two classes of workmen whom it 
calls “riveters” and “holders-on.” The 
riveters we know well, for the iterant 
blows of the pneumatic hammer ring 
out from every new building that thrusts 
its steel skeleton against the sky. His 
note is that of the woodpecker magnified 
a million times. The holder-on, whose 
pincers grip the red-hot iron and hold 
it steady, must be his silent and un- 
noticed mate. These two smiths stand 
for two classes of people we meet every- 
where—those who are active and noisy 
that someone might think they are doing 
all the work unassisted, and the “holders- 
on,” who make no fuss but are always 
to be depended on to be in their places, 
who meet their full responsibility, and 
who are really needed to make effective 
the energy of the “riveters.” Pastors 
and Sunday school superintendents are 
always on the lookout for teachers who 
can be classified as “holders-on.”—From 
the Illustrator. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Taste Berry of Gratitude.—With 
thanksgivings (Neh. 12:27). It is said 
that in Africa there is a fruit called the 
“taste berry,” because it changes a per- 
son's taste so that everything eaten tastes 
sweet and pleasant. Sour fruit, even 
if eaten several hours after the “taste 
berry,” becomes sweet and delicious. 
Gratitude is the “taste berry” of Chris- 


” 


*tianity, and when our hearts are filled 


with gratitude, nothing that God sends 
us seems unpleasant to us. Sorrowing 
heart, sweeten your grief with gratitude. 
Burdened soul, lighten your burden by 
singing God's praises. Disappointed one, 
make your disappointment His appoint- 
ment by a thankful spirit. Lonely one, 
dispel your loneliness by making others 
grateful. Sick one, grow strong in soul, 
thanking God that He loves you enough 
to chasten you. Keep the “taste berry” 
of gratitude in your hearts, and it will 
do for you what the “taste berry” of 
Africa does for the African——From the 
Expositor. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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Lesson for September 11 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 671) 

1. Cyrus, Darius I, Ahasuerus, and 
Artaxerxes I, 

2. About sixteen years. 

3. Zerubbabel’s special interest was 
the Temple, while Nehemiah’s special 
interest was the city wall. 

4. He assigned definite sections to 
various families or groups. See chapter 3. 

5. Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem. 

6. Those who opposed Zerubbabel were 
the “displaced persons” settled in Sa- 
maria by Esar-haddon, while those who 
opposed Nehemiah were descendants of 
Israel’s hereditary enemies, 

7. Insinuation, mockery, threat, guile, 
and calumny were among the chief de- 
vices, 

8. Some of the Jews were in alliance 
with the enemy, even related through 
marriage. See Nehemiah 6:17-19. 

9. Prayer and watchfulness (4:9). 

10. The Levites, who had to be sought 
out (12:27. Cf. Ezra 8:15). 

EL_mMuukrstT, ILL, 
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Spelldowns in Sunday School 
(Continued from page 669) 


warded with a pin purchased for the 
purpose out of the birthday fund. 
Question: What was David’s occupa- 
tion as a boy? 
Answer: He was a shepherd, 
Question: What instrument did he 
play? 
Answer: Lyre, or harp. 


Question: Before what king did he 
play? 
Answer: King Saul. 


Question: Did King Saul like David? 

Answer: King Saul was jealous of Da- 
vid because he thought the people 
liked him better. 

Question: Did David have any friends? 

Answer: Yes, Jonathan, King Saul’s 
son, was his good friend. 

Question: How did Jonathan tell Da- 
vid that King Saul meant to take 
his life? 

Answer: By the message of the arrows. 

Question: Did David want to take 
King Saul’s life then? 

Answer: No. He had the chance one 
night, when he and his friends were 
hiding in a cave and King Saul and 
his army came into the valley. Da- 
vid showed the king he would not 
harm him. 

Question: Can you quote a Bible verse 
that describes how David felt toward 


Saul? 
Answer: “Be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving One an- 


other” (Eph. 4:32). 
Question: Who was the lame prince? 
Answer: Jonathan’s son. 
Question: Why was he lame? 
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Answer: His nurse dropped him as a 
small child, when she was running 
with him in an effort to save his life. 

Question: How did David, when he 
became king, keep an early promise 
he had made to Jonathan? 

Answer: He gave Mephibosheth serv- 
ants and land, and fed him at his 
table. 

More questions may be used, or fewer, 
depending on the time allotted. But 
spelldowns at the end of a lesson or at 
the end of a series of lessons afford a 


practical, pleasant, and sure way for 
review. 
MILAN, ILL, 


The Scofield Reference Bible 
(Continued from second page) 


of such a group as this: the Rev. Henry 
G. Weston, D.D., LL.D., President Crozer 
Theological Seminary; the Rev. James 
M. Gray, D.D., President The Moody 
Bible Institute; the Rev. William J. Erd- 
man, D.D., Author ‘The Gospel of John,’ 
etc., etc.; the Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, 
D.D., Author, Editor, Teacher; the Rev. 
W. G. Moorehead, D.D., President Xenia 
(U. P.) Theological Seminary; the Rev. 
Elmore Harris, D.D., President Toronto 
Bible Institute; Arno C. Gaebelein, 
Author -‘Harmony of Prophetic Word,’ 
etc., etc.; the Rev. William L. Pettingill, 
D.D., Author, Editor, Teacher... . 

“The Reference Bible contains ‘a new 
system of connected topical references 
to all the greater themes of Scripture, 
with annotations, revised marginal] ren- 
derings, summaries, definitions, chron- 
ology, and index to which are added 
helps at hard places, explanations of 
seeming discrepancies, and a new sys- 
tem of paragraphs.’ 

“One who studies with this Reference 
Bible in hand will soon discover that 
one of Dr. Scofield’s finest gifts was his 
consummate skill in succinct definition 
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and explanation in his notes and sum- 
maries. The late William R. Moody 
(eldest son of Dwight L. Moody) who 
had had an exceptional opportunity to 
hear and to know Bible teachers on 
both sides of the ocean, once said to the 
writer: ‘Dr. Scofield was the greatest 
Bible teacher I ever knew.’ It was Dr. 
Scofield’s clarity of mind and spiritual 
insight that enabled him to put into few 
words a statement of a great truth. . 

In reply to the question, “What is its 
unique value?” Dr. James M. Gray said: 
“I place its emphasis on Augustine’s 
dictum: ‘Distinguish the ages and the 
Scriptures harmonize.’ It is the light it 
throws on what is called dispensational 
teaching of the Bible that constitutes, 
in my judgment, its prime usefulness, 
or to put it in Dr. Scofield’s own words, 
‘the increasing purpose which runs 
through and links together the ages from 
the beginning of the life of man to the 
end in eternity.’” 

The Times still believes today that the 
Scofield Reference Bible is the most use- 
ful edition of the Bible of its kind that 
has ever been issued, and that it would 
be foolish to discard it because some 
theologians attack it and there may be 
a few mistakes here and there in it. 





PASTORS, CHURCHES, 
PARENTS! 


make plans now to observe 


FAMILY ALTAR SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 9th 


Write us today for FREE literature and sample 
tracts on how to institute and enjoy the blessings 
of family devotions and prayer . . . for help and 
inspiration to meet the problems of each new day. 


FAMILY ALTAR LEAGUE 
108 N. Dearborn St. Chicago 5, Illinois 
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’ THIS LITTLE BOOK 


has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 


Learn more about a remarkable 
cana! Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet SS-403, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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Christian Journal for Latin America 


VANGELICAL literature in Latin 

America has been greatly enriched 
in the past two years by the appearance 
of Pensamiento Cristiano (“Christian 
Thought”), a trimestral magazine pub- 
lished “for those who think” in the 
Spanish-speaking world. . Stimulating 
articles on Christian living, theology, 
Bible exposition, and related topics, such 
as hermeneutics, archaeology, apologetics, 
and church history form a large part 
of each issue. A section of current news 
Plus frequent book reviews keep the 
reader well informed on world events of 
interest to the Christian and trends in 
theological thought. 

The editors consistently select their 
material from among the very finest 
writers of the past and present. Some 
of the titans of the faith from earlier 
years whose writings have appeared in 
this magazine include Augustine, Mar- 
tin Luther, Cipriano Valera, and Lord 
Lyttleton, while some present-day 
scholars whose writings have been 
translated by the editors inclide Allan 
MacRae, W. Graham Scroggie, F: F. 
Bruce, and A. M.-Stibbs. In addition, 
many outstanding evangelical leaders of 
Spanish-speaking countries have pro- 
vided thought-provoking material for 
these pages. 

Pensamiento Cristiano, with its schol- 
arly approach, warm devotional tone, 
and thoroughly evangelical position, is 
an invaluable contribution to Spanish- 
speaking Christians, missionaries, and 
nationals alike, in all parts of the world. 
The unusually low subscription rate of 
one dollar per year puts the magazine 
within easy reach of all classes of be- 
lievers and is far from being an indica- 
tion of the wealth of material contained 
in its pages. Those interested in further 
information or subscriptions may write 
to the editor: Mr, Alec Clifford, Casilla 
de Correos 165, Cordoba, Republica de 
Argentina. 





With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs, 








Talks on St. Luke’s Gospel. By Eugene 
Stock. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $3.) Attractive in format and 
content, this series of studies in the Gos- 
pel of Luke is of timely interest as 
well as of intrinsic value. The Inter- 
national Uniform Series of Sunday 
school lessons deals with Luke’s Gospel 
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during the last quarter of this year and 
the first quarter of 1956. The volume 
at hand (a reprint edition of a tried and 
proved work) will be of inestimable 
value to the Sunday school teacher as 
an aid to a proper understanding of the 
subject matter of the coming half-year’s 
lessons. This work consists of fifty-two 
chapters in all, and all of them are 
clear, concise, constructively enlighten- 
ing studies. Worthy of note in this 
Scriptural, fresh, comprehensive treat- 
ment is the evaluation of Luke’s unique 
contribution to the account of our Lord’s 
ministry by reason of the many refer- 
ences to words and works not contained 
in the other Gospels; the frequent illumi- 
nating analyses of the meanings and 
significance of Biblical words, both 
Greek and English; and the friendly, 
familiar addressing of helpful comments 
to teachers, as though in conversation 
with them, during the course of textual 
exposition. Mr. Stock, without verbosity, 
states, explains, and applies the truth 
in a stimulating and satisfying manner. 
Because the author has brought forth 
things old and new, preachers as well 
as Sunday school teachers will find this 
to be an instructive and interesting book. 


When a Christian Sins. By John R. 
Rice, D.D., Litt.D. (The Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, IIl., $1.75.) 
Biblical teaching that needs very much 
to be known by every Christian is well 
stated and illustrated in this little vol- 
ume. Dr. Rice is an excellent student 
of the Bible, and has had much experi- 
ence in dealing with troubled Chris- 
tians. The sins of those who have con- 
fessed Christ as their Saviour are too 
often passed over lightly. It must be 
remembered that all Christians sin and 
that only God’s grace can keep any of 
us. Sin is always vile, and we must 
always remember how it blights our 
lives. Then, too, often we do not re- 
member the loss that it will cause us 
to sustain as we will one day stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ. The 
way of forgiveness and cleansing is ably 
set forth as is also the way of victory. 

One page of the book (p. 59) is to be 
regretted. Many will remember that 
some years ago the-author disagreed 
with the teaching of another well known 
Christian brother, Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer. It was believed by many that 
he did not fully understand the teaching 
of this brother. The brother in ques- 
tion is now with the Lord. It is un- 
fortunate that the attack has been re- 
newed. 

Then on page 27, the author states, 
“If God, by divine grace, by unmerited 
favor, can change the heart of a poor 
sinner and give him a new heart, make 
him a child of God, a partaker of the 
divine nature, then God must also pro- 
vide for the saving by grace of the old 
man also, the redemption of our bodies 
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and our carnal natures, too!” This re. 
viewer and many other Bible students 
believe that the Scriptures teach that 
the believer’s “old man” has been cru- 
cified and buried with Christ (Rom. 6: 
6, 7), and that this part of our present 
nature will be completely done away 
with at death. 

However, it is a healthy exercise to 
read such a book and realize anew what 
sinners all of us are and how wonderful 
is the grace of God that saves and keeps. 


The Idea Book for Young People’s 
Meetings. By Richard J. Mullin. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $2.25.) To satisfy the 
demand for youth programs that are 
interesting but different, Mr. Mullin has 
prepared this third in his series of Idea 
Books, one which includes fifty-two 
tested programs. These are grouped in 
quarters with a special theme for each 
quarter. Intriguing indeed are many of 
the weekly captions of which the fol- 
jowing are samples: “Bible Football,” 
“Blind Date,” “Who Said So?” “Scaven- 
ger Hunt,” and “Where Do We Go From 
Here?” But the serious and evangelical 
emphasis is unmistakable. 

Each program begins with a descrip- 
tion of the week’s project and a chosen 
Scripture read or recited in any one of 
a variety of ways. This is followed by 
a list of suggestions, then by poems, 
songs, quizzes, short stories, playlets, 
famous quotes, brief biographies—as in 
the program on “The Book of Books”’— 
Bible outlines, illustrations or discus- 
sions, each related to the subject in 
hand. It is worth noting that Scripture 
memorizing is lifted out of the common- 
place and made an exciting game. Also 
that the wealth of material provided is 
not merely for adult young people, but 
for the mercurial teen-agers, and would 
interest even older Juniors. Included 
are several construction paper cut-outs, 
to be used as called for in special pro- 
grams, 

we 


The 1955 
Bible Mastery Campaign 


OR twenty-five years the Bible Mas- 

tery Month has proved to be a great 
blessing to Christian people all over the 
world. The twenty-sixth campaign will 
be held this coming October. The cam- 
paign is simple yet powerful. Simple 
—because all that is involved is getting 
people to read a book of the Bible 
through daily during the month of Oc- 
tober. Powerful—because they are read- 
ing the Word of the living God, which 
is “powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword.” Bible Mastery Month 
began in the Presbytery of Seattle and 
has spread across our nation, for there 
have been readers in'every state. Last 
year there were also readers in five 
provinces of Canada and fourteen for- 
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eign countries. Last year those who 
participated in the Bible Mastery read- 
ing were members of forty-one denomi- 
nations. 

Titus is the book chosen for this Oc- 
tober. This wonderful Letter from the 
pen of the Apostle Paul to his friend 
and co-laborer, Titus, is rich with bless- 
ing for all who will thoughtfully read 
and reread and read again its message. 
From pulpits around the world, people 
will be challenged to read the three 
short chapters of this book daily, and 
many messages during October will be 
based on the precious truth in this in- 
spired Letter. Many individuals will 
speak to their friends and ask them to 
join in the daily reading of Titus. Mul- 
titudes will carry with them in pocket or 
purse the small Scripture portion con- 
taining Titus made available by the 
American Bible Society, and these will 
be read while riding to or from work 
or during the lunch hour. 

Dwight L, Moody, James M. Gray, G. 
Campbell Morgan, and many other out- 
standing men of God testify as to the 
blessing they personally have received 
from reading, not just books about the 
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Bible, but the Bible itself and particu- 
larly the repeated reading of a certain 
portion until the reader not only gets 
a grip upon the truth revealed therein, 
but the truth gets a grip upon the reader. 
Most of the reading of the Bible is like 
a “snapshot” when what is needed is a 
“time exposure.” 

A four-page leaflet, a committal card, 
and a Bible bookmark may be secured 
without charge by anyone who will re- 
quest them and enclose a stamped, ad- 
dressed envelope. Quantities of this 
material-may be obtained at a minimum 
cost for use by-denominations, churches, 
Bible classes, Sunday schools, or for in- 
dividuals. For further information, write 
to Charles Hoffmeister, 3601 California 
Avenue, Seattle 16. 


m7 
Overseas Workers Needed 


NUMBER of mission societies have 
expressed an urgent need for trained 
personnel in the field of literature. Here 
are a few of them: 
1. Haiti—an “offset” printer 
2. Latin America—bookstore manager 
3. Indonesia—a couple to initiate a 
publishing and distribution pro- 
gram 
4. East Africa, South Africa, Brazil, 
Caribbean Islands—editors 
This request comes from the Evangel- 
ical Literature Overseas, Box 275, 
Wheaton, Ill. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 11 
2. Christian Faith and My Leisure 
(1 Cor. 10:31-33; Col. 3:16, 17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
E saw last week some of the ways 
in which Christian faith enters into 
our working hours. This week we are 
to think of our Christian faith and its 
relation to our leisure time, 
8 
First let us divorce from our concep- 
tion of leisure time any idea that it 
means mere idleness. An old proverb 
reads, “Idle people have the least lei- 
sure.” Neither is leisure time play time 
although play time may rightly be a part 
of our leisure time. Actually, leisure 
time is the time we have free from oc- 
cupation, or employment, or engagement. 
It is the time over which we have com- 
plete control as to what we will do, and, 
as such, calls for a calculated choice on 
our part. We can choose to occupy our 
time in some profitable manner—study, 
reading, exercise, visiting—or in playing 


or just loafing, but the choice is ours. In _ 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 


Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 
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Are $3 worth $300 to you? 


One mother said, “It’s worth $300 instead of $3 if 
MY CHUM helps Geraldine grow up to be a bet- 
ter child of God. That’s why I like MY CHUM.” 
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this fact lies the reason that what we do 
with our leisure time in a very large 
measure reflects our inner nature and, in 
turn, exerts a marked influence upon our 
development. 

se 


Most of us have considerable more lei- 
sure time than we think we have, when 
we first consider a topic such as this. One 
helpful exercise that can come from this 
sort of topic is for each of us to keep a 
record for a week or so as to what we 
do with our waking hours, and then to 
sit down and make an honest study of 
this record and face up frankly as to 
what we did with those periods over 
which we had control as to what we 
would do. To most of us the results 
will be a revelation, and, if we are sin- 
cere Christians, it will drive us to seek 
through prayer and the reading of the 
Word some way to put our leisure time 
to better Christian use. 

5-4 

Both of the Scripture portions chosen 
for this week’s topic emphasize that 
whatever we do is to be done with the 
thought and purpose that God is to be 
glorified. We are prone to think that 
some acts are in themselves religious 
and some are secular. God’s Word rec- 
ognizes no act of life in itself as either 
religious or secular? «The quality of 
everything we do depends upon the 
spirit in which we do it and the motive 
from which it springs. The commonest 
things of life, such as eating and drink- 
ing. and singing and teaching,, may be 
done-in true Christian spirit. A religious 
act done from a low or selfish motive 
or in a secular spirit becomes secular, 
whereas a secular act done in a true 
Christian spirit becomes religious. 


All this should help us to see that 
doing whatever we do to the glory of 
God does not confine our actions to going 
to church or Sunday school, or to teach- 
ing a Sunday school class, or to prayer 
and reading the Bible. But it should 
mean that, whenever we have the oppor- 
tunity to decide how our time shall be 
used, our first thought will be, “What 
would God have me do?” And next, 
“How can this time be used to the best 
advantage for Him?” There may well be, 
for example, times when God’s purposes 
in our lives would be better served 
if we stayed at home and prepared 
our Sunday school lesson rather than 
going out to play a game of tennis or 
baseball. There will be other times 
when recreation and wholesome exercise 
will supply just what our bodies and 
minds would need and should have at 
the moment. There will be times when 
the getting of sufficient rest will be most 
important, but there will be other times 
when to get that rest at a particular 
time would not glorify the Lord, as, for 
example, “sleeping in” on Sunday morn- 
ing. Listening to the radio or watch- 
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ing television may at times be relaxing 
and helpful, but if it interferes with our 
quiet time or if it prevents us from the 
opportunity to catch up on Bible study, 
it can be anything but helpful. 
ye 
So let us speak to our Heavenly Father 
about the problem of our leisure time, 
and ask Him to guide us simply and 
surely, day by day and hour by hour, 
and He will do just this. But we must 
be careful not to have a preconceived 
plan which we merely ask God to bless, 
and we must be willing and ready to be 
obedient when God indicates His will. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M: Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 5 to 11 


Mon.—Nehemiah 2:1-8. F 
A Petition Granted. 
PRAYER Succestions: “And the king 
granted me, according to the good hand 
of my God upon me.” Nehemiah pre- 
vailed with God in prayer, and, there- 
fore, succeeded in obtaining from the 
king his request. We can all do better 
business after having done business at 
the Throne of Grace. It is every Be- 
liever’s privilege to get spiritual results 
by way of the Throne of Grace. If you 
dealt with God more, you would suc- 
ceed more with men. Pray that you 
may give all your plans and projects 
into God’s hands so that you may have 
His blessing of approval and providence. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 2:9-16. 
A Tour of Inspection. 


* PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I... viewed the 
walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were con- 
sumed with fire.” Nehemiah’s tour of 
inspection was without fanfare. He rode 
on a lowly beast and kept his plans to 
himself during the journey. Do your 
work for Christ in a quiet, unostenta- 
tious manner. It pleases God. It always 
has His blessing. Do not publish, in ad- 


vance, your service for the Lord. Take, 


the Devil by surprise, and you will suc- 
ceed better. Pray for the ability to do, 
quietly, your own business for the Lord. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 2:17-20. 
Rise Up and Build. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Let us rise up 
and build. So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work.” In all churches 
there are idlers aplenty. Many are 
chiefly occupied with their own concerns, 
God’s work is sadly neglected. Many 
desire to see a ready-made revival, They 
do not like to fill up valleys, level hills, 
remove the stones, and smooth rough 
places; but these are things essential for 


revival. It is wrong to magnify God's 
part and to minimize our part in revival. 
Observe holy principles and practices. 
Pray for the Lord to work in you to will 
and to do His good pleasure. 


Thurs.—Nehemiah 4:1-9. A Mind to Work. 


PraYER Succestions: “So built we the 
wall; and all the wall was joined to- 
gether unto the half thereof: for the 
people had a mind to work.” Willing- 
ness to will and to do God’s pleasure 
must be wrought in the heart by the 
Spirit of God. Apart from His grace 
we have neither intention nor inclina- 
tion. Like Lot, many prefer to live on 
the carnal plain. The way of righteous- 
ness is always uphill. Holy purpose 
and self-denial are the first Christian 
services. Do you have a mind to please 
the Lord? Pray for a ready mind for 
everything God wills in your life and 
service. 


Fri.—Nehemiah 6:1-9. Perseverance Wins, 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “I am doing a 
great work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst I 
leave it, and come down to you?” Con- 
tinuance in well doing is a vital part 
of Christian work. Begin and finish 
your tasks. Pilgrim, make progress! You 
need the full heart’s strength of purpose 
in pursuit of the prize. Are you in the 
way of grace? Goon! Goon! Pray for 
real steadfastness in the three Chris- 
tian life Godward duties: hearing what 
He has to say; seeking His face daily in 
prayer; being fully obedient to the 
known will of God, ie. the Word, 
prayer, and obedience. 


Sat.—Nehemiah 6:15-19. . 
The Wall Finished. 
Prayer Succestions: “So the wall was 
finished.” Many gather materials for 
building for God, who fail to finish the 
work He has given them to do. Our 
Lord said, “I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do”; and Paul 
declared, “I have finished my course” 
(John 17:4; 2 Tim. 4:7). Note that little 
word, “so.” Manner and means are im- 
portant in the work of God. Pray that 
your service for the Lord may be alway 
like Christ’s—“according to the word.” 


Sun.—Nehemiah 12:27-31, 38-43. 
A Worshipful Celebration. 
Prayer Succestions: “The dedica- 
tion of the wall of Jerusalem.” Give 
God the honor and glory for successes 
in your work for Him. “All things 
come of thee,” said King David; and 
it is important that you give due 
glory to God, who worketh all in all. 
Dr. Torrey, before going home to 
God, said, “In our day men seem to 
think that we have a very little God, 
and a very great man: but in the 
days of the apostles God was very 
great and man very small.” Is God. 
great to you? Pray for a very Christ- 
like spirit of humility. 
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